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CSU focuses on more graduates
By STEVEN BROWN
Staff Writer

ore students are going to
graduate sooner and in less
time. That is the goal of
the CSU planned Gradua-

M

tion Initiative.
The California State University (CSU)
announced the initiative Wednesday, Jan. 27,
with the goal to increase graduation rates
throughout the CSU system and help underrepresented students to graduate.
The goal of the initiative is to increase
graduation rates to current 46 percent to 54
percent, moving the universities into the top
quartile of national averages. The initiative,
involving all 23 CSU campuses, aims to raise

six-year graduation rates by eight percent by
2016.
“The more we concentrate on initiatives
to improve the graduation rate, whether that
be improving expectations, making sure
courses are available or trying to ensure that
there is appropriate advising, we hope that
there are lots of beneficiaries,” said CSUSB
President Dr. Albert K. Karnig.
“We can help provide the assets students
need, we can challenge students to do the
right thing, work hard, make sacrifices and
complete [their degrees].”
CSUSB hopes many students will be affected in a positive way, specifically with
more students graduating, and retaining students into, and beyond, their third year.
“The objective, in part, is for students to

stay in school,” Karnig said. “To have [students] sacrifice whatever is necessary to get
from here to [graduation], to ride the benefits
of being a college graduate.”
The CSU system, the largest public university system in the U.S., is taking the responsibility to ensure it does everything
possible to help students succeed in earning
their degree.
"The goal of this initiative is to not only
increase the number of students who complete their degree, but to also help those from
traditionally underrepresented communities
who may need additional support to finish,”
said CSU Executive Vice Chancellor and
Chief Academic Officer Jeri Echeverria, according to a press release by the CSU. “After
See Initiative, pg. 2

Toyota reels
after recalls

Nearly three weeks after the initial
recalls, Toyota drivers are still left
worried about their safety
By DAVID CHERNIN
Assistant Online Editor

oyota has slammed hard on the brakes, bringing production of new vehicles to a screeching halt in an effort
to remedy nearly 2.3 million recalled vehicles.

T

Toyota Motors Sales USA, one of the nation’s largest auto-makers, has currently two recalls issued; the first being referred to as
“Floor Mat Entrapment” and the second, for a “Pedal” recall.
The floor mat issue is due to the shape and size of certain vehiRichard Bowie | Chronicle Photo
cle models’ mats and size of accelerator. In some cases, the mats can Nearly a quarter of the cars in CSUSB parking lots at any given time, are Toyota models.
encroach on the pedals ability to return to the idle position.
According to Toyota.com, anyone with this issue should remove and Chief Operating Officer Jim Lentz, in a letter to Toyota custheir floor mats and not replace it with any after-market or third-party tomers.
mat. Once a remedy is available, customers will be notified.
“We’ll continue to do everything we can to meet – and exceed –
The second and more serious recall is the “Pedal” recall. In this your expectations, and justify your continued trust in Toyota.”
case, the accelerator may be slow to, or fail to return to the idle posiThis recall may affect CSUSB students, faculty and staff, as a retion, causing the car to continue accelerating.
cent survey on parked cars on campus showed that nearly 70 in every
Toyota's recall release explains:
300 vehicles are Toyotas.
“The issue involves a friction
“The recall makes me afraid to
device in the pedal designed to prodrive my car,” said CSU student Jovide the proper “feel” by adding relene DelPozo. “I was reading up on
sistance and making the pedal
the Toyota site, and turns out I am in
steady and stable.
not only one, but two recall groups.”
This friction device includes a
Along with the recall safety con“shoe” that rubs against an adjoincerns now come the questions of
ing surface during normal pedal opToyota’s reputation for making a reeration. Due to the materials used,
liable and safe vehicle.
Student Jolene DelPozo
wear and environmental conditions,
“Apparently this giant issue is a
these surfaces may, over time, begin to stick and release instead of 30 minute fix where they're going to put in a metal piece to stop the
operating smoothly. In some cases, friction could increase to a point friction,” said DelPozo. “What if that pops out? I should have bought
that the pedal is slow to return to the idle position or, in rare cases, the a Honda.”
pedal sticks, leaving the throttle partially open.”
The plants that have been temporarily shut down are those in the
Affected vehicles include the 2005-2010 Avalon, 2009-2010 US, perhaps indicating the problem may be isolated.
RAV4, 2007-2010 Camry, 2008-2010 Sequoia, 2009-2010 Corolla,
To top off the ongoing crisis Toyota is facing, the US Depart2005-2010 Tacoma, 2008-2010 Highlander, 2007-2010 Tundra, 2009- ment of Transportation is now investigating another possible recall,
2010 Matrix, 2009-2010 VENZA, 2004-2009 Prius.
this time of the 2010 Prius, due to an engineering issue with it’s
“Ensuring your safety is our highest priority,” wrote President
See Toyota, pg. 3

“The recall makes me afraid to drive my

car. . . Turns out I am in not only one, but two
recall groups. I should have bought a Honda.”
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Graduation Initiative unveiled
all, that is the end goal; a college degree.”
“I like the idea of having more resources available for students to ensure we are takCSUSB is using the initiative to improve the chances of students graduating and the ing the right classes and the appropriate number of units,” said Keller.
resources available to help those students graduate in a timely manner. CSUSB may con“Having early advising as freshman would help students tremendously because it
sider mandating earlier declaration of a major, decreasing the number of general educa- helps students to prepare for what is to come. I think that receiving advising each quarter
tion courses, curtailing student withdrawals from classes.
should be mandatory to make sure students are on the right track.”
Another goal of the university is to entice students to
Keller also acknowledged the fact that most college
attend CSUSB with the knowledge that the university is
students want to graduate in four years, and the initiative
doing everything possible to help first-year student’s gradwill only help students to meet their goals. Keller said that
uate on time. The initiative will help ensure that incoming
if she had more advising, at an earlier time at CSUSB, she
students are on a direct path to graduation.
most likely would have graduated in four years.
“The goal of the university should be to bring in stuAnother CSUSB student, senior Tamara
dents who can succeed academically and make sure they
Schwartzberg, had a different outlook on the affects of the
President Dr. Albert K. Karnig
move through to graduation as quickly as possible,” said
initiative, voicing her frustration toward the budget cuts
CSUSB Provost Andrew Bodman. “If we meet the target,
and how they will coincide with the initiative.
the impact will be that about 120 more students from the in“I feel it asks too much of students,” said
coming first year class of fall 2009 will graduate from CSUSB. That would be a terrific Schwartzberg. “People cannot take all the required classes fast enough because many
outcome.”
courses have been dropped or cannot add enough people to accommodate what people
While the initiative is already in effect, students at CSUSB, specifically seniors, had need to take. How is that going to create a fast and effective route to graduation?”
positive reactions about the initiative.
Schwartzberg believes students should not be rushed to make decisions on majors,
CSUSB senior Sara Keller, a Liberal Studies major, said the initiative will likely not stating that college is the time you learn about yourself, grow, and experiment with ideas
affect her, but stressed the impact it will have.
regarding what you want to do for the rest of your life.

“The objective is for students to stay in

school. To have students sacrifice whatever
is necessary to get from here to graduation.”
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New Cash Allocation
The California State University will allocate $50.9 million in one-time funds to
campuses to provide additional course sections and classes for students, as well as student support services.
Systemwide, CSU campuses will add up to approximately 8,100 additional course
sections and retain additional lecturers for the fall 2010 term. These funds are available
thanks to an additional $76.5 million one-time federal allocation that has helped CSU
to meet its payroll.
-CSU Press Release, Feb 5, 2010
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State to crack down
on traffic violators

Red-light speeding cameras and increased
fines among plans to help close deficit gap
By AMBER DOUGLAS
Staff Writer

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has proposed actions to
help resolve California’s $19.9 billion deficit. He wants to
install radar into red-light cameras to ticket speeding drivers.
Drivers exceeding the speed limit up to 15 mph will
have to pay a fine of $225 and those speeding over 15 mph
will pay a fine of $325.
The Governor plans to install radar equipment into 500
cameras across Southern California. These cameras should
catch an estimated 2.4 million violations a year, which
should generate about $337.9 million through June 2011.
Every year after the installation should create about half a
billion dollars for the state of California.
Though the proposed tickets would be a pain for Californians, there hasn’t yet been a red-light camera backlash.
The city of Los Angeles has seen its revenue double
$400,000 a month with only 32 intersections seeing installations.
“Fiscally these tickets would hurt, I think it’s taking it
way too far,” said CSUSB student Kyle Gaye.
There are over 60 red-light cameras in San Bernardino

Amber Douglas | Chronicle Photo

Part of the red-light camera system on University Parkway and Kendall Drive. Intersections like these could see new “speed detecting” cameras in the future.
County, 12 in the city alone; including one camera system
that CSUSB students should be familiar with on the intersection of Kendall Dr. and University Pkwy, which currently carries a fine of $446.
“They’ll do anything to get money out of us, as if tuition and living expenses aren’t enough,” said CSUSB student Mikhala Nevels.

The city of San Bernardino has been accused of using
short yellows at red-light camera intersections, giving drivers only 3.0 seconds to make the light, instead of 3.6 seconds regulated by the California Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices. Though 0.6 seconds may seem
minimal, it could mean the difference between a ticket and
no ticket for hundreds of drivers.

Evergreen to air on Coyote Radio
By PAUL DUDLEY
Staff Writer

Paul Dudley | Chronicle Photo

Production assistant Evan Valle, professor emeritus Darleen Stoner and Coyote
Radio’s Lacey Kendall work together to produce “Evergreen” in the studio.

Coyote Radio and professor
emeritus of environmental education,
Dr. Darleen Stoner, are collaborating
to bring the world a new intellectual
program about the environment.
The show will focus on thinking
and living green. Entitled Evergreen,
the show will air Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 6
p.m. and will be repeated at the same
time on Thursday, Feb. 11 according
to Coyote Radio Information Technology Consultant Lacey Kendall.
“[Evergreen] is good news program. It is not so much issues orientated, but rather conveys ideas about
creating hope for the future” said
Stoner. “If I do my part and you do
your part I think together we can make
a difference for the environment.
Each weekly show will convey

Continued from Pg. 1:

Toyota loses sales, customer trust
brakes.
Toyota reported that it was planning a recall of 270,000 vehicles in both the U.S.
and Japan, around 176,000 units overseas and an additional 100,000 units in the U.S.
Toyota’s president, Akio Toyoda apologized for the massive global recalls on Friday, Feb. 5, the first time the company has publicly acknowledged the safety issues
since the recalls issue Jan. 21. He said the company would set up a new quality control committee, but said that they are still looking into what their next move will be to
best address the safety issues.
“I deeply regret that I caused concern among so many people,” said Toyoda. “I
offer my apologies for the worries. We will do our utmost to regain the trust of our
customers.”

ideas about how keep planet Earth
healthy and beautiful.
Listeners can expect an engaging
approach on each show.
"Our first week's show is themed,
'Reduce, Reuse, Re-Pizza?' and presents an unusual and creative approach
to reduce, reuse and recycle,” said
Stoner.
Stoner once produced a televised
version of Evergreen, but this time
around she thought radio would be a
better idea.
“At first we considered a TV
show, but it is very expensive and with
the funding problems that the university is having, radio is much more economical in these difficult times” said
Stoner.
Each show will have guest who
talks about how they help the environment through a job or hobby.
Along with Stoner, the show is

co-hosted by Laura Borg Terrill, who
has a master's degree in environmental
education from CSUSB. The show
will be produced by the university's
academic computing and media department, according to a press statement released from CSUSB public
affairs staff.
"My goal this coming year was
fortify much more intellectual programming in the evenings, having said
that I am super excited about Darleen
Stoner bringing evergreen to our station.” said Kendall
“Her program promises to be intellectual, provocative and thought
provoking” she continued.
In honor of the Evergreen’s first
week, Coyote Radio will be replaying
the show Monday-Friday at 6 p.m. For
more information on Coyote Radio
and Coyote Radio scheduling go to
coyoteradio.csusb.edu.
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Black History Month is more than celebrating America’s first black President, it is . . .

Celebrating the paths that brought us here
By ERICA JAMES
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Peter Acosta

The statue of Martin Luther King, Jr. in front of San Bernardino’s City Hall.

Black History month is an important time for the
achievements of blacks to be recognized.
This month-long celebration is a tribute to blacks. It
enables people to take a step out of their routine existence,
look back and appreciate the people who paved the roads
they walk on.
Harriet Tubman, a black woman known for her underground railroads, paved the road of freedom for blacks
everywhere. Mohammed Ali, a black man and three-time
world heavy weight champion, paved the road to all future
black boxers. Rosa Parks, a black woman who refused to
give up her seat on a bus, paved the way for blacks to be
treated equally in public life.
Life, as a black person, was made easier because of
these people.
CSUSB’s black students and students of other ethnicities can join in remembering why this month is important
to them. Students were asked how they celebrate this
month. “I celebrate by watching BET, because it has a
month-long tribute to black icons," said CSUSB student
Kanard McCrary.
“I always watch the 'Roots' marathon when it’s black
history month,” said CSUSB student Jasmine Presley.
“Last night we had shots for Black History Month,”
said CSUSB student Iana Cyphers.
It’s good to know that students are finding their own
ways to celebrate. These students also disclosed who the
most inspirational black person was to them.
“Barack Obama is most inspirational to me because he

is a black man; that gives the message that anyone can succeed,” said McCrary.
His view is shared by many. Obama is the first black
president of the United States.
November 4, 2008 marked one of the most important
events in not only black history, but national history, McCrary said.
“My grandpa is most inspirational to me because he
doesn’t go by anyone else’s rules; he does his own thing,”
said Cyphers. Like Cyphers, other students can relate in remembering their own African American family members
during this month more than usual.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., seems to be the most remembered and honored during this month long celebration.
Mainly, he's remembered for the work he spearheaded to
stop segregation and racism.
Although black history month commemorates mainly
blacks, there are other races that had special roles in creating the history, such as the late white historian, Howard
Zinn.
Zinn died January 27, 2010 at the age of 87 and was
known for being a historian, social activist and writer who
was a part of the rebellion during the 1960 sit-ins, where he
protested against segregation. Like Tubman, Ali, Parks and
King, Zinn will be remembered as proud soldier in the fight
against racism and inequality.
There are so many great people who aided in creating
black history, so many that it would take pages and pages
to list them all.
Thanks to these people, striving towards goals large
are small are achievable and might become history in their
own right.

Tolerance and hilarity all around
The Pride Center’s annual Drag Ball: Vogue hosted famous performers, singing, dance-offs, prizes and tons of laughs
By RICHARD BOWIE
News Editor
Cal State San Bernardino’s Pride Center held its annual Drag Ball: Vogue event last week, Wednesday Feb. 3
in the Santos Manuel Student Union Events Center. Aimed
to broaden student’s exposure to the LGBT community,
event coordinator and CSUSB student Deejay Brown said
the event had a strong unifying theme.
“At the end of the day, everyone likes the same thing;
everyone likes to have fun,” Brown said.
When the doors opened at 8 p.m., guests were greeted
with blaring music, pink and purple lighting and a “fabulously fierce” catwalk. The theme of the event was
“vogue,” and an air of elegance was felt throughout, that
is, until the performers came onstage.
Performer Miss Morgan McMichaels kicked off the
night with a rendition of “I S--- Pants”, sung to the tune of
Lady Gaga’s “Bad Romance”, complete with a lump in her
trousers and trail of gossamer toilet paper hanging from her
shoe.
Morgan played matchmaker with a few lucky audience
participants, setting up one student with a birthday gift, a
kiss from another student, Trayveion.
“What’s your major?” Miss Morgan asked Trayveion
when he came up on stage.
“Kinesiology: working out,” the student explained.
“Show me your stomach,” Morgan demanded. The
crowd erupted, cheering Trayveion on. When Trayveion
showed off his six-pack abs, Miss Morgan let out an emphatic, “Yes! Jesus was black!” referring to Trayveion's ethnicity.
The rest of Miss Morgan’s performances for the night
included a rock and roll performance of Pink’s “So What”,
and Ke$ha’s “Tik Tok”, as well as several other comical

“phone call” performances.
Miss Raven, a Riverside local, mystified the audience
with her icy cool stares and slow, methodical dancing. As
the night went on, however, she pumped up the audience’s
energy, performing to Anita Ward’s, “Ring My Bell” with
a raunchy lollipop performance.
Both Morgan McMichaels and Raven can be caught
on the second season of “RuPaul’s Drag Race” on Logo
and VH1.
During intermission, raffle prizes were given out to
the audience, including a “Vogue Fashion Snuggie”, a Pride
Center t-shirt, a Michael Jackson DVD and various gift
cards. Audience members even participated in a Beyoncé
Dance-Off.
Rounding out the list of entertainers was Mayhem, a
bodacious beauty who brought the night to a close as a
coked-up Whitney Houston.
“I’ve never been to a drag show before. I guess I didn’t know what to expect,” said student Scott Holliday. “It
was a lot more bawdy than I would have expected. It was
hilarious.”
It was the first drag show for many of the attendees, a
testament to the growing sense of inclusion and tolerance
on campus. In fact, a great deal of the audience were
straight, male students, many of which participated directly
with the entertainers.
“Exposure is so important when dealing with cultures
other than your own," Brown said. "There were people at
the event you probably would have never expected to be at
a drag ball.
Brown and his supervisors Judi Cruz and Angela Romagnoli prepared for the event for over three months.
“I do these events because I love the response from the
audience. I get excited when they’re excited,” Brown said.
“Next year, we hope to come back bigger and better.”

Richard Bowie | Chronicle photo

Miss Raven, one of the star performers of the night, is a local from Riverside and
can be seen on the second season of “RuPaul’s Drag Race” on Logo and VH1.
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All the single ladies
By NATALIE MORRISON
Staff Writer
Valentine's Day is a day for love, romance, affection tend to remember previous Valentine's days when the candy
and happiness, according to tradition. That’s what we flowed over and the gifts were good.
would all like to think. But, for some, it’s a day to rebel
"Last year my boyfriend at the time took me to Palm
against the traditional celebrations.
Springs. He booked a hotel room and made dinner reserIt seems as though Valentine's Day is a fun holiday if vations at a really nice restaurant. I had a bouquet of beauyou’re in a relationship or have a "special
tiful flowers and a
someone." For singles, it’s just another
box of candy waitnormal day, or even worse, a depressing
ing for me in the
and lonely 24 hours.
hotel room. It was a
I talked to many women about their
perfect Valentine's
thoughts on this special holiday. All of
Day,” said CSUSB
them were in their twenties and, most imstudent Megan Zimportantly, single.
merer.
"Valentine's day sucks! If you're in a
Although it’s
relationship then you have to worry about
supposed to be a fun
outdoing last year, and if you are single
and affectionate holthen it's just a day to remind you that you
iday, some girls toStudent Brianna Lilly
are," said CSUSB student Sally Touw.
tally despise the love
Most single ladies probably think
celebration in genabout that these first two weeks of February.
eral.
If you're in a relationship and your boyfriend did
"I hate Valentine's Day, single or not" said student Nasomething sweet and thoughtful one year, then he better be talie Carpenter. "It's a Hallmark day. The holiday is allprepared to top it the next.
around overrated. You should be able to show love to
If your relationship status has changed to single, you someone you love everyday."

“Valentine's day

doesn't have to suck if you are
single. I plan on doing
champagne brunch with my
girlfriends.”

It’s obnoxious to walk into a
Wal-Mart or Target and have
an entirely red and pink section of the store dedicated to everything heart-looking.
Conversely, other girls embrace the holiday, and use it
as an excuse to go out with friends and celebrate the single
life.
"Valentine's day doesn't have to suck if you are single.
I plan on doing champagne brunch with my girlfriends and
then either go out or stay in and watch funny movies all
night," said Brianna Lilly.
I personally feel that Valentine's Day is a day to spread
love in general, whether you have a partner or not. I still remember the fun times in elementary school when we used
to go around passing out Valentine’s cards and candy.
Just as the spirit of generosity exists with the idea of Santa
Claus, continuing to share love with friends and family, or
a significant other, should be remembered on Valentine’s
Day.

Good, bad, and ugly of Valentine’s Day
February 14 is coming.
Most people know exactly what that means but not everyone feels quite the same
about it.
Valentine’s Day is named after one or more early Christian martyrs named Valentine.
However, it is celebrated (or hated) in some form almost everywhere in the world. In Chinese and Japanese culture, people called it "The Night of Sevens."
In Japan, only women may give chocolates to men. In Saudi Arabia, religious police
banned the sale of all Valentine's Day items, telling shop workers to remove any red items
in their stores.
“If I could arrange the alphabet, I would like to put ‘U’ and ‘I’ together.” Many Americans think of romantic sayings like that one and other sweet traditions when they think

When I was in high school this girl wrote
me a love story, professing her love for me.
It just felt pretty weird.
-Charles, Senior

of Valentine’s day. Others see it as a corporate-sponsored inconvenience, an expense. Others just think that date is on the calendar to make them feel especially lonely, and have
dubbed the holiday, “Singles Awareness Day.”
When I think of the holiday, I always remember my friend Wang. She lives in the
same dorm as me in Taiwan. One year her boyfriend won her heart in a very romantic
way. The dorm building was tall, and covered in square windows. Her boyfriend went and
knocked on doors all over the dorms, getting people to join in on his plan to surprise her.
When Wang got home to the dorms on Valentine’s Day, he counted down from 10 and
suddenly the entire side of the building was illuminated in the shape of a heart. He’d gotten everyone in the dorm to participate and turn on or off their room lights at exactly the
same time.
With that memory in mind, we decided to find out what CSUSB students think about
Valentine’s Day, their memories of Valentine’s Days past and what their plans are for this
February 14.

“I’m going to write notes and stick them different places so that my
boyfriend will find out where his present is.” -Delia, Senior
“I like Valentine’s Day, I’m going to surprise my girlfriend. I told her we
are going to eat fast food that night, but really I’m taking her to a very
nice restaurant.” -Chris, Freshman

Love

Staff Writer

“One Valentine’s Day I was stuck working on a paper and my plans had
to be canceled and I felt really bad about it. But my boyfriend surprised
me by showing up at school and parking in the loading zone with all his
windows open playing our song really loud and he gave me a bouquet
of flowers. It was really simple, cute, and thoughtful.”
- Lissette, Senior

HATE

By CHI MENG-TSEN

“It’s too commercial – Instead of genuine acts of love, its just buying
things for other people.” - Yakira, Freshman
“There are too many expectations to buy things. There are conflicting
messages, like ‘it doesn’t matter,’ but it really does.” - Robert, Senior

“I don’t hate it, but you don’t need a specific day of the year – you
should always tell them you love them. When I was in high school this
girl wrote me a love story, professing her love for me. It just felt pretty
weird.” - Charles, Senior
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Help for single parents

More than
a daycare

By JEANNETTE MONROY
Staff Writer

By LIN YEN-FAN
Staff Writer

Many of us are aware that there is a Children's Center on campus, but most of us don’t realize their unique mission and philosophy.
I found out all about the Children’s Center
recently during a visit to the facility and a meeting with Director Barbara Kirby.
“We are a developmental pre-school and our
responsibility is taking care of each child and
skipping them up to the next level. Individual
learning and hands-on education is what we do
here,” Kirby said
The Children’s Center services about 100 3
to 6-year-olds. A separate after-school program
helps 6 to 10-year-olds.
The Children’s Center has many normal
classes, but the atmosphere is much different
than the typical pre-school.
The Children’s Center sticks to the concept
that childhood learning should take place in a
comfortable and natural environment.
Because of these beliefs, the Center has set
up a suitable environment to let children play
naturally, discover culture and learn languages.
“We have some snakes as well as many animals such as birds, rabbits, chickens and ducks.
When we talk about some physical body, we will
bring in real and raw things.”
The key, Kirby said, is that “we have discussions with children; we’re not just sitting
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Lin Yen-Fan | Chronicle Photo

there and giving them information.”
The CSUSB Children’s Center provides natural, convenient and appropriate education to the
children of CSUSB students.
Due to economic and educational requirements, the Center is essential to many busy student-parents who have jobs and classes.
Any appropriately-aged child of a CSUSB
student is eligible to go the Center.
The focus on a child's personality instead of
straightforward academic lessons is based on a
belief that they are preparing the children for
their future education by building up good behavior and a positive perspective on school.
The staff work closely with parents to optimize the children’s preparation for school.
Kirby pointed to the Center’s strong desire
to see their students succeed in the future as the
core of their unique educational philosophy.
“This is not just a school, it is a family,” she
said.

Raising a child in a two-parent
family can be a difficult task, but single parents have to play both roles.
Many programs and foundations
want to help single parents with different approaches to conquer the obstacles they may encounter.
The Andre Sobel River of Life
Foundation helps with urgent expenses to allow single parents to stay
at their child’s bedside during catastrophic illness and within 24 hours.
This foundation was started in
Los Angeles by a mother, Valerie
Sobel, who lost her teenage son,
Andre, to a malignant and inoperable
brain tumor in 1995.
She witnessed many children who
were alone and died in the hospital.
Sadly, most of these children were
from single parent homes.
Sobel found it hard to imagine
how brutal it must be for those in a
similar situation without financial
means or the support of another caring
partner.
Single parenting isn't something
unfamiliar to students on campus. The
Children’s Center helps students with
kids make it to class Monday through
Friday by caring for children ages 3 to
12.
“The population is mostly single
parents,” said Children’s Center Director, Barbara Kirby. Their records
indicate that there are 61 single par-

ents, with 56 percent male and 44 percent female.
“They can get care for nothing or
very little cost if they qualify,” adds
Kirby. Liberal arts student Tinika
Bradford is a single mother with four
children who qualified for the low fee.
“This has helped me greatly to get
closer to finishing my degree by reducing my financial burden a bit,”
says Bradford who is juggling being a
full time student, working a full time
job, and caring for her children. She
takes her son Kameron Bradford, age
1, and daughter Ariyona Williams, age
5, to the Children’s Center.
If anything ever happened to the
children of single parents on campus,
they could turn to foundations such as
River of Life.
Examples of the requests that are
met are medications, food, transportation, and rent.
The Everyday Needs Assistance
Fund helps single parents whose children are undergoing treatment for cancer.
The second fund, Compassion
Can’t Wait, helps single parents of
children that have a catastrophic diagnosis and are struggling financially.
For more information, donations,
internship opportunities, awards, or to
share stories visit the site of this nonprofit organization at www.andreriveroflife.org.
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Set

Mayer
Hawthorne

The
Knux
The Raveonettes

Sizzlin’ singles

Courtesy of Interscope Records

Courtesy of Nasty Little Man PR

Black Eyed Peas - “I’mma Be”

Spoon - “Transference”

Courtesy of Big Machine Records

Taylor Swift - “Today was a Fairytale”

Justin Ivey:

The Black Eyed Peas have done it again. They
have incorporated catchy rhythms and hooks to
keep this band at the top. Is there anything
Will.I.Am can’t do?

JI:

Love these guys. Britt Daniels has one of the best
voices out there.
I can’t believe these guys aren’t huge, but hopefully
this record puts them in Kings Of Leon territory.

JI:

So sick of hearing about her! Completely overhyped. She is also not a country artist, she’s a
pop star. Get it right people! I fear that this won’t
be the last that we hear of her.

Jen Rich:

I'mma be a fan of these guys forever, this is another one of their songs that I just want to dance
to.

JR:

Please someone give me more of these guys!

JR:

I feel like I am just listening to one of her previous songs.

RC:

Loving it. Refreshing to hear real musicians

RC:

Definitely over-rated. Her weak voice and symplistic lyrics put me to sleep. Where's Carrie Underwood?

MH:

This is the band to watch out for in 2010.

MH:

I'm so over Taylor Swift. We get it. You write cute
little love songs for pre-teens. 15 minutes should
be ending soon.

Renetta Cloud: I loved it. The bass has me hooked. I’mma be
downloading this song to my iPod.

Melanie Hunter: BEP are the money making machine that just

keeps going. I no longer expect anything less
than fun from them.

Entertainment
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More
Sizzlin’
Singles
Courtesy of Myspace Music

Dr. Dog’s album Fate is out now. The album’s equip with 60’s style melodies and great guitar riffs.

Something different
By JUSTIN IVEY

Photo Courtesy of Atlantic Records

Trey Songz ft. Fabolous- “Say Aah”
JI:

Trey can sing which gives him a step
ahead of his counterparts, but you
gotta lose that auto-tune! This song
has potential to be really good because of the beats, Fabolous, and
Trey’s voice. Club worthy for sure.

RC:

Boooo. He's so talented. But this song
is obviously manufactured, commercial
bull. Im not feeling it.

Staff Writer
Dr. Dog is a band from Philadelphia that mixes a blend
of psychedelic pop and indie rock for a
truly unique sound.
This four-piece band’s latest release,
Fate, is an album full of ‘60s-style
melodies, vivid lyrics and great guitar.
Dr. Dog is also keen on splitting the
vocal duties between bassist Toby Leaman and guitarist Scott McMicken, while
incorporating percussion instruments to
add depth to their songs.
That formula is what caught my attention when I discovered this band at a tiny Long Beach
music shop a few years ago.
Each track on Fate raises the bar for all other musi-

cians out there.
“The Breeze,” the first song on the
record, starts out with a child-like guitar
part and is carried with a beautiful vocal
melody as the band puts it’s signature
touch of harmonies and excellent rhythm
to close it out.
The rest of the album follows suit with
songs like, “The Ark,” “From” and “100
Years,” which brings in a jazzy feel layered with beautiful harmonies and organ.
Dr. Dog's records grab your attention and
keep it until each note has been played.
Lucky for us, this record leaves us wanting more. Dr.
Dog is definitely on the map.

Download-worthy:
“The Ark”
Verdict: 9/10

Delta Spirit

Photo Courtesy of Def Jam Records
Courtesy of Myspace Music

Rihanna Feat Young Jeezy-“Hard”

Girls,Girls,Girls

By JUSTIN IVEY

By JUSTIN IVEY

Staff Writer

Courtesy of Myspace Music

JR:

Take out the chorus of this song and
then I might like it.

Delta Spirit is a winner and should be around for a
long, long time.
This five-piece band from Long Beach has gained the
attention of several indie bands, artists and fans alike. The
labels are sure to come calling soon.
Delta Spirit’s latest record, Ode To Sunshine, is an
album that everyone needs to own, right now.
Right out of the gate, songs like “Trashcan” and “People C’mon” get your attention with their unique rhythmic
foundations.
Piano driven melodies and bluesy vocals from lead
man, Matt Vasquez also drive the band’s sound.
The rest of his band is right there with him every step
of the way to provide that extra punch to take Delta Spirit
to the next level.

RC:

I'm just over Rhianna. This song is alright. Its listenable, but I wouldn't
download it

JI:

Rihanna, marry me, not Matt Kemp.
This girl knows how to make music.
She proves herself with every single
and she’s got a fantastic voice.
“Hard” has such a sick beat. Well
done!

Staff Writer
The all-male band ironically named Girls is an up and
coming group from San Francisco.
They bring together that old classic “California” sound
that used be around in the ‘60s, but don’t limit this fourpiece group to surf rock, because they are more versatile
and their latest release, Album, proves it.
One of my favorite tracks is called, “Hellhole Ratrace.” It starts off mellow and spacey with lead singer
Christopher Owens pouring his soul into the microphone.
The rest of the record is just as good proving that Girls
can write great songs.
It’s hard not to compare the vocal style of Owens to
early Elvis Costello, which is a huge compliment. Add
Girls to your list of bands to watch for in 2010.
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POP
Tranquil talent: Lykke Li
In 2008, Lykke Li released her full album Youth Nov-

By CALI CARTER
els.

Staff Writer

Courtesy of Myspace Music

Lykke Li gained crossover success on the Twilight Saga’s
New Moon Soundtrack

Lykke Li Zachrisson (better known as Lykke Li) is taking her Swedish electronic pop music to new heights. Her
latest song, “Possibility” is featured on the New Moon
Original Motion Picture Soundtrack.
This talented performer possesses a unique voice full
of sensuality and softness. At 23, this singer/songwriter
created buzz back in the 2000s with her music featured off
of her MySpace profile.
Lykke Li released her debut EP “Little Bit” in 2007 on
her own LL Recordings label. It stirred up interest amongst
the Swedish music industry.
In 2007, Lykke Li made her first appearance on MTV
with her soothing sounds of “Little Bit”. Later that year
she was nominated for the “Little Bit” video on the
Swedish Grammy Awards.

The album has sweet sounding recordings.
“Dance,Dance,Dance” is a catchy instrumental song that
would be a great single.
“I’m Good, I’m Gone” has a great beat with Li’s graceful voice to accompany it.
“Possibility” would be a great contender to be a radio
sensation or hit song, especially being a part of the popularity of the New Moon Original Motion Picture Soundtrack, a soundtrack involved in the Twilight saga.
Although this album may not be for everyone, its
serenity and electronic beats make it catchy and enjoyable.
With the help of producer Björn Yttling and with Atlantic Records on board, worldwide distribution has let
Indie music lovers experience Lykke Li’s appealing hits
that seem calming and pleasurable through her peaceful
sounds and piano playing.

Jeffree Star : Diva
By DAIVISHA LANG
Staff Writer
Diva! Is an understatement for drag, pop
songstress, Miss Jeffree Star. His cunning controversial look, uncensored lyrical ability, and
mind blowing, self inflicted beliefs, make his
music worth knowing.
His “in your face” presence first hit the
music scene in early 2004. Since then, his fierce
pink ensembles and saucy, conceited lyrics have
been turning heads and stirring commotion
everywhere.
Jeffree Star’s entertaining talent is unlike any
other artist’s.
He writes songs that support his outlandish
views about mainstream America, while also
thriving on negative criticism for laughs and
popularity.

“I’m the only Miss America. I’m what your
mother was supposed to be. I’m perfect!” Star
claims.
His following helped him release a broad
amount of songs on iTunes, as well as debut his
first album, “Beauty Killer,” was released last
September.
Although his uncensored lyrics and unimaginable fashion sense make it difficult for him to
cross over into mainstream media, he makes it
clear to whoever will listen that he’s happy making music right where he is.
So if you’re in the mood for a breakthrough
or a scream of musical excitement, lend your
ears to the music of the real diva, Jeffree Star.

Courtesy of Myspace Music

Drag Queen Jeffree Star gained much popularity on the social networking website Myspace.

Sia’s REAL Problems worth a real listen

light-hearted and fun to listen to.
“Lullaby” and “I Go to Sleep” are tracks that
Staff Writer
relate to their titles. These tracks are back in
With songs like “Breathe Me," one would touch with what Sia fans are used to.
expect a breathe of fresh air from Sia’s latest
Their fragile melodies and soft lyrics put the
listener at ease.
album, Some People Have REAL Problems.
The Australian born singer, who
Although the singer doesn’t
was raised in England, wowed fans
play any instruments, she has been
from all over the U.S. and U.K. with
involved in the music scene since
her single, “Breathe Me”.
1997 and still impresses her fans
The track even made it on the hit Some People have non-stop with her smoky, sensual
T.V. show Six Feet Under’s final
REAL Problems style of voice.
episode.
In 2000, Sia signed with the
Pros: Songs have a relax- Sony Music
In Australia “You’ve Changed”
sub-label DancePool.
has been Sia’s highest chart topper ing allure with Sia’s sultry Since 2000 she has been busy lendvoice
and was even placed on the Triple J
ing her voice to various groups and
Hottest 100.
Cons: Not all songs are artists such as Zero 7 and Lior.
However, her third and latest
Her voice has been featured
catchy and likeable as on a number of other shows, comalbum, Some People Have REAL
“Breathe Me:”
mercials and used in the background
Problems may not provide the heartfelt enjoyment that “Breathe Me” did
of other artists’ music.
Verdict: 7/10
to American fans.
Recently, Sia has been workSia’s sultry voice accompanied by her child- ing on Christina Aguilera’s forthcoming album
like charisma and quirkiness are revealed on her set for a spring 2010 release.
latest album.
Die hard Sia fans will be delighted about her
“Buttons” and “Playground” are up-tempo own new album, We Are Born, set to release in
tracks that include Sia’s sultry vibe. They are April of 2010.

By CALI CARTER

Sia

Photo Courtesy of Myspace Music

Singer Sia has wowed listeners with her sultry voice and abstract appearance
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Hiroshima loses award
at Grammys, still wins

Up-and-coming R&B star Corinne Vielle is
showing us how old-school talent
can beat new-school flash
By RENETTA CLOUD
Staff Writer

Justin Ivey | Chronicle Photo

By JUSTIN IVEY
With all the manufactured female
R&B singers that are trying too hard
to be what’s "in," Corinne Vielle is a
breath of fresh air.
This Bronx native is a beauty
with the voice to match.
Her music gives you the sense of
a girl not trying to hard and just naturally being herself.
Vielle’s vocals are silky and her
lyrics are relatable to any woman
who’s been in love.
In “Therapy” she sings “You’re
my everything/Your my remedy, my

therapy/you’re the flame that heats my
soul” over a slow captivating tempo.
Vielle also displays her versatility
with the upbeat tempo “Formal Invitation”, and her Hip-Hop edge with
her
background vocal feature on the hit
“We fly High Remix,” by Jim Jones.
With beauty, vocals and songwriting skills in her corner, Vielle is a
great signing candidate for any record
label.
Take a listen on her personal website www.corinnevielle.com.

Staff Writer
Let’s hope that it isn’t another 30 years until
the band Hiroshima gets nominated for a
Grammy again.
My dad, Dean Cortez and his band Hiroshima, were nominated for Best Pop Instrumental Album of the Year for Legacy.
Unfortunately, they didn’t come home with
a Grammy, but they enjoyed every second of
being nominated and attending the gigantic, starstudded awards show at Staples Center in Los
Angeles.
“We didn’t win, but we were grateful to get
nominated,” said Cortez. “I
enjoyed being there very
much, especially to have
my wife by my side.”

Cortez said that being amongst his peers
was a very gratifying experience.
During a pre-Grammy nominee celebration
he got to chat with Leonard Cohen for a bit.
“He was eloquent and amusing and has written some amazing songs in his time,” Cortez
said. “It was amazing to hear the stories of those
that were nominated.”
What excited Cortez the most was to see the
awards show in person and catch all the great
live performances that otherwise wouldn’t happen anywhere else.
He said that each performance was amazing.
“Pink was especially amazing, and I loved
the Dave Matthews Band performance,” Cortez
said.
Cortez hopes to be back at the Grammys in
the future, but hopes for a different outcome next
time around.

Albums worth
your money
Malachai
Ugly Side of Love
The band’s recently changed
the spelling of their name,
but their great music has
stayed the same.

Melanie Fiona
The Bridge
This soulful newcomer is another artist to watch this
year. She’s already nabbed
her first Grammy award.
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Sudoku
The numbers 1-9 will appear in each column, row and
3x3 square only once. There is only one solution.
Good luck!

got talent?
If you or someone you know is an
illustrater, cartoonist, graphic artist,
writer or columnist looking for
an outlet, look no further.
Send us an e-mail at
sbchron@csusb.edu.
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We all bleed the same blood
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“Speaking for myself, and myself only, it is my personal
belief that allowing gays and lesbians to serve openly would be
the right thing to do.”
Adm. Michael G. Mullen

Cagle Cartoons | Special to the Chronicle

By MARY MARTINEZ
Copy Editor
magine you’re being deployed to Afghanistan. You don’t know if you’ll survive
the war and come home. You're about to leave, surrounded by your friends, family and platoon. Everyone is saying their goodbyes, hugging and kissing their
spouses and you can’t kiss yours. This is a disgrace.
Implemented in 1993, the “don’t ask, don’t tell" policy prohibits gays, lesbians and
bisexuals from serving openly in the military.
“Don’t ask, don’t tell,” is a hypocritical policy that needs to be repealed, immediately.
Serving our country in the military is an honorable and brave act.
Soldiers face stress carrying out their missions every day. Imagine the added stress gay
and lesbian soldiers face because of this unfair, discriminatory policy.
Since the policy was implemented, over 14,000 servicemen and women have been discharged for saying they were gay or being accused of being gay according to Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, an advocacy group which opposes the ban.
“Speaking for myself, and myself only, it is my personal belief that allowing gays
and lesbians to serve openly would be the right thing to do,” said Adm. Michael G. Mullen,

I

3-2-1... shut down!

NASA should focus on our planet before looking to the stars
By KEVIN DOWNES
Staff Writer
Aim for the stars, or shoot for home?
According to President Obama, the answer
is clear with his proposal to cut the funding
for NASA’s new Constellation program.
The program is supposedly the future
of manned space flight for the US, implementing new technology such as ship design and upgraded rockets to better send
astronauts to the moon and eventually
Mars.
But is this really a good move for our
struggling economy and cash-starved government? No, not at all.
With the poor shape the country is in
need to look down from the stars and start
focusing on fixing things right here at
home.

I'm not saying that we should stop
space exploration completely, but just put it
on hold for a bit until we have a stable
enough economy that can afford it.
Currently, the Constellation program
consists of a new test stand being designated the A-3 at John C. Stennis Space Center in Mississippi. This state-of-the-art
testing platform is being built to test the
next generation of rocket engines, the J-2X
rocket engine.
According to
the
U.S.
Government
Accountability Office, the

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, earlier this month.
Mullen went on to announce that within 45 days, Pentagon officials would decide
how to change the way the military enforced the law.
The majority of the American public agree with Mullen. In a June Gallup poll, 69 percent of Americans were in favor of gays serving openly in the military.
Repealing the “don’t ask, don’t tell,” law isn’t allowing gays to be in the military.
Gays are already allowed in the military, they’re just forced to hide their sexual preference.
The repealing of the law won’t increase the number of gay and lesbian soldiers, it
will simply accord them the respect and rights that heterosexual soldiers already get.
On campus I spoke with a current CSUSB student who served eight years as a sergeant in the Army. She spoke to me on condition of anonymity due to the controversial nature of the issue.
“I think [Don't ask, don't tell] needs to be repealed," she said. "It’s just overdue."
There’s a huge presence of gays and lesbians in the military. “Don’t ask, don’t tell,”
really isn’t in effect anyway. In every unit there are a lot of gays that everyone knows
about and no one really cares. The soldier I spoke too said it's not about who that person
loves, it’s about whether or not they have your back on the battlefield.
Proponents of the “don’t ask, don’t tell,” regulation say that gays serving in the military would be distracting to heterosexual soldiers.
Despite this, many gays are already serving in the military with distinction. Their sexual orientation has nothing to do with their bravery, sacrifice and heroism.
For example, take Lt. Col. Victor Fehrenbach, a fighter weapons system officer.
Fehrenbach received at least 30 awards and decorations including nine air medals, one of
them for heroism. He is currently fighting discharge based on the "don't ask, don't tell" law.
Others say that living with gays will make straight people uncomfortable and potentially cause violence in a militaristic culture. Again, gays and heterosexuals have already
been living fully integrated in the military for decades.
Serving openly won't make a difference either. Plenty of similar organizations, like the
CIA and LAPD, long ago began accepting openly gay members with no negative impact
on their missions.
The former soldier I spoke with told me how disappointed she is in the military's
delay on the issue.
“The people who we are talking about are putting their lives on the line for all of
you,” she said.
We live in a country where everyone should expect these words to be upheld: “that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."
By supporting the repeal of "don’t ask, don’t tell,” you ensure that America’s bravest
will finally enjoy this right, too.

Constellation program has cost over $10
billion since its inception in 2005, while another $97 billion is estimated to be budgeted to the program through 2020.
Obama has been getting a lot of heat
from critics saying that it’s a bad move to
cancel the program, that we’ll lose
ground to China and India for manned
spaceflight. But in the grand scheme
of things is that really so bad?
I remember being a little kid and
going to see one of the space shuttle
landings with my family. The babyboomers were so enthralled by space
exploration that it was a huge deal to
see something like the space shuttle
landing.
It brought a sense of morale and
patriotism for our country, which is
why most critics are giving Obama
heat for his proposal.
But times are a lot different than
they were 15 years ago. The economy and the government were more
stable back then
so they could
spend more
money on
NASA’s exploration of

space.
According to the LA Times, Obama
wants to increase NASA’s budget by $6 billion over the next five years to fund other
missions and programs, including Earth
Science, such as monitoring the levels of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
Some other important programs that
NASA has to deal with the environment are
the Global Hawk Pacific Mission (GloPac)
which measures harmful pollutants in the
Earth’s atmosphere and the Artic Research
of the Composition of the Troposphere
from Aircraft and Satellite (ARCTAS) program, which monitors the Artic region for
environmental changes that could have catastrophic effects on the planet globally.
We’re living in a time when our country is struggling to get back on its feat and
regain some measure of stability it once had
20 years ago.
We really need to be in a mindset of
cutting luxuries.
We need to start realizing that there are
things that we "want' to do and things that
we 'have" to do. Fixing the economy, health
care, and social security, those are all things
that we need.
Sending rocket ships into space is
something we can put on hold for awhile.
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Obama should invest in bailing out students
Higher education in California must turn to outside help after the defeat of the proposed AB 656
By BRIAN SAUDE
Staff Writer
Yes, AB 656 failed, but there may still
be a glimmer of hope for financial aid during this fiscal crisis for college and university students in California.
The Chronicle has covered the history
of this bill from birth to defeat. We explained how its passing would have contributed significantly to the CSU and UC
systems, via taxation of California oil companies.
I hope these changes might still come
from outside California, stemming from the
President’s State of the Union address.
During the speech, President Barack
Obama outlined his plans for restructuring
the financial loan system for college students.
This outline included changing the previous guideline, which had students paying back at least 15 percent of their
income each year towards their college loan, to just 10 percent.
He also changed the debt forgiveness time frame from 25 to 20
years and only 10 years if you work
in public service.
Meaning, even if you racked up
a quarter of a million dollars in debt
in college and your graduate salary is
only a constant $50,000 a year, then after
20 years, you would have paid just
$100,000, not even half of your loan

amount.
At this point, the government will then
forgive your debt. This sounds great for students like us, despite sounding irresponsible.
Although it’s very exciting for us college students to believe that our loans may
one day be forgiven, the reality is not so
magical.
The first question that will obviously
arise is, “who’s going to pay for this?”
Well, Obama’s got this one covered.
He plans to drop the current system,
which allows

various banks to loan money to students,
which in turn, are reimbursed by the government.
His new plan will drop the banks out
of the equation entirely, thus eliminating the
middle man between you and your student
loans. The Obama administration projects
the total savings to be $47.5 billion over 10
years. That sounds huge, but wait, there’s
more.
So far so good, but judging by the dialogue between the government and banking
bailout last year, I wouldn’t count on any-

thing quite yet.
It’s gotten to the point where anytime I
hear about legislation being changed, created or destroyed, I have to determine
who’s going to gain or lose money just to
find out whether we’ll ever see the proposed legislation approved.
In this case, if the banks are losing
money, you can place a winning bet it will
not be an easy fight to just cut them out.
Look at the vastly liberal majority in
Washington and look at the savings the proposed health care reform would have for
the American people, yet still, nothing has
happened and may never.
Any bill that even comes close to getting passed gets gutted and distorted to such
an extent that the current system might as
well stay in place.
It seems as if there’s a virus growing in
America, a sickness caused by political lobbying.
It’s a virus that is slowly attaching to
our government’s vital organs, specifically
the quagmire of Congress, and unless we
get rid of it soon, it can and will kill us.
We’ve already seen how close we
came to financial collapse just by trying to
tighten the rules of how Wall Street can take
advantage of us.
But what will happen when we try to
get the banks out of the student loan business? These banks have a lobbying team
both powerful and effective. In other words,
this may never happen.

Sports
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A whole different Galaxy

Coyote Coverage

Local soccer star Landon Donovan excels overseas

Upcoming Schedule

By AARON HUGHES
Staff Writer
Landon Donovan, a San Bernardino County local,
and United States National Soccer team captain, moved
to England.
Donovan is currently a LA Galaxy player who
agreed to a 10-week-loan deal to the English Premier
League Club, Everton FC. The loan deal allows Donovan
to maintain a high-match fitness level during the MLS off
season, as he prepares to lead The USA in this summer’s
World Cup.
Donovan, a graduate of Redlands East Valley High
School in 2000, signed a 4-year contract with the Galaxy
in December, yet he may decide to remain in England
until after the World Cup.
"I've been made to feel so welcome and when you're
welcome like that you don't want to let anyone down"
Donovan told The Liverpool Echo. “Here they make you
feel part of a family and you keep going because you
don't want to let anyone down.”

AP Photo

The deal, which had started Jan. 1, is scheduled to
end mid-March, which is roughly two weeks before the
LA Galaxy kick off their MLS season.
Donovan, who grew up in Redlands, has played in
every game since his move across the pond, something he
was not expected to do.
He’s started five out of five games, playing an impressive 382 of 450 possible minutes, contributing 1 goal
and 1 assist in the process.
"I thought Donovan did very well" said Everton
manager, David Moyes speaking to ESPN following his
first game. "Landon offers us plenty of options and that is
why we are delighted to have him."
On Jan. 16, Everton defeated Manchester City 2-0,
Donovan’s first win in an Everton jersey. Following the
game, Donovan admitted that he has been amazed by the
vocal support of the English fans.
"The atmosphere completely surpassed what I
thought," Donovan said. "I guessed if we scored a few
goals or were winning they'd be loud, but it was from
minute one. They really push you on."
Staying in England has positives and negatives. Careerwise, it would be a great move.
The MLS is not regarded as one of the world’s elite
leagues and despite its recent growth it is still looked at
as being substandard in comparison with England and
other European nations.
If he can continue his good form, and Everton pursues him, it would be a great chance to prove that the he
is good enough to compete with the best players in one of
the world’s toughest leagues.
He would also improve the United States reputation
in Europe.
As for the MLS, they would miss Donovan. Last season’s he was crowned MVP and is a fan favorite. If he
was to stay with Everton, he would have to give up his
captaincy of the Galaxy, while crowd numbers and advertisements could dwindle.
"The future is out of my control. I want to enjoy this
experience. That means I show up for training and I'm
ready. I show up for the game and I'm ready. But who
knows what will happen in the future. Soccer’s funny and
you never know what could happen” Donovan said.
"If I look back after 10 weeks and say I really want
to stay then maybe I can make that happen. If I say ‘OK
it was good, but I'm ready to go,’ then I can go, but for
now I'm taking it week by week."

Sports: the best medicine
By JESUS ROMERO
Assistant Sports Editor
Sports have always helped people ease the pain of
tragedies.
Many ask, “How can you play or think about sports at
a time like this?”
But when I played sports, it gave me a way to escape
from everything. Stress, school, work or anything that bothered me.
Many athletes and fans feel the same way.
From 9/11 to Hurricane Katrina and even the recent
earthquake in Haiti, sports has been a much needed healer.
After the Sept. 11 terrorism attack, patriotism came out
all over the place and especially in sports. Flags that
stretched across fields were also found on the sides of hats,
helmets and jersey sleeves.
The first baseball game was in New York at Shea Stadium, where New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani was
present and fans rallied together to take the next step to normalcy.
Then in 2005 when Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, the Saints played a vital role for a community that
needed something to cheer for.
The Superdome even played a role in the relief efforts,
housing thousands of homeless survivors.
When fans were being interviewed in the Superdome,
they were keeping their spirit up and rooting for the Saints.

They were using football as a coping mechanism and it was
a way to just get away, even if it was just for a Sunday afternoon.
Lately, the earthquake in Haiti has sports in some
headlines again.
Haiti is an undeveloped country and they don’t have a
lot as it is. When the earthquake hit, it was devastating.
Professional Haitian athletes like the Philadelphia
76ers’ Samuel Dalembert, and the Indianapolis Colts’
Pierre Garcon, have given their countrymen something to
cheer about.
It was difficult for the players to contact their family
and friends as it was for many other people, but they always kept Haiti in mind as they played.
Garcon is focused on the Super Bowl and then will
head to Haiti to be with his family and friends.
The Athlete’s Relief fund has raised over a million dollars for Haiti. Also baseball has raised over a million dollars to help out, with the New York Yankees contributing a
half million dollars on their own.
When I was flipping through a Sports Illustrated Magazine I stopped at a picture of Haiti.
There was a group of Haitian kids playing soccer. In
the background were thousands of people homeless in a
field. Tents and homes were made out of blankets and tarps
as homes.
Even in the darkest of days, the Haitian kids found a
way to escape and, hopefully, to heal.

Men’s Basketball
Feb. 11 @ Sonoma St.
Feb. 13 @ Humboldt St.

Women’s Basketball
Feb. 11 @ Sonoma St.
Feb. 13 @ Humboldt St.

CCAA Standings
Men’s Basketball
(as of 2/5/10)

CSUSB:
Humboldt St.
Cal Poly-Pomona
CSU Dominguez Hills
Chico State
Cal State L.A.
San Francisco St.
CSU Stanislaus
CSU Monterey Bay
Sonoma State
UC San Diego
CSU East Bay

11-3, 13-5
11-3, 14-5
10-4, 12-5
9-5, 9-10
7-6, 11-7
7-7, 11-8
6-7, 13-8
5-8, 9--9
5-8, 7-11
5-9, 6-13
3-10, 4-12
2-11, 5-13

Women’s Basketball
UC San Diego
Humboldt St.
Cal Poly-Pomona
CSU Monterey Bay
Chico State
CSUSB
Sonoma State
CSU Dominguez Hills
San Francisco St.
CSU Stanislaus
Cal State L.A.
CSU East Bay

12-1, 17-1
12-2, 14-4
11-3, 14-4
8-5, 12-5
8-5, 11-7
7-7, 11-8
7-7, 9-10
6-8, 7-12
4-9, 8-13
4-9, 5-12
2-12, 4-15
0-13, 0-18

Coyote of the Week:
Emily Hove, Water Polo
Hove scored three goals in the Coyotes’
victory over Pomona-Pitzer. Pitzer was
ranked #1 in NCAA Div. III. The Lady ‘Yotes
also defeated third-ranked Redlands.
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Being his own leader
By MAHELI VALDIVIA
Staff Writer

Lori Kreuger | Special to the Chronicle

Greg Williams, a Bay-Area native, has fought off personal struggles to give the
Coyotes a boost on offense with his size and ability.

For Greg Williams, being far away from home has provided him with the opportunity for an education and a
chance to play the sport he loves.
Williams is a sociology major with aspirations to play
pro basketball and be a loving father.
Just don't ask Williams who his inspiration was.
“I really don’t have a role model or idol. I feel that if I
wanted to do something then that was on me. Nobody inspired me to do anything,” Williams said.
It began back in seventh grade, he said, when basketball looked fun and he loved exercising. Now his life revolves around the sport and he tries to incorporate flashy
moves when possible.
Balancing school and playing ball is a handful that
Williams has learned to juggle.
“It’s hard but you just have to hope that you get a
teacher that understands the situation of missing class and
allows make-up homework,” said Williams.
Williams feels the stress when it comes to academics
and family.
“I ended up failing three classes,” said Williams.
“Family deaths played a big roll.”
His parents, Linda and Willie, live in San Francisco,
which adds to his home-sickness. They send him money
for food and clothes, since he pays for rent and books.
He also misses how everything back in his hometown
is within walking distance.
“It makes it really hard to get around since I don’t have
a car,” said Williams.
“I gave up looking for a job because basketball takes
up too much time. I have left everything back home to start
a career as a college basketball player,” Williams said.
“I had to mature as a person and change some ways I
really didn’t want to change. But, now I have a different

point of view on how I see things.”
Coach Jeff Oliver added, “He has good relationships
with his teammates. He is a good young man that comes
everyday with a lot of energy to every practice.”
Williams enjoys his relationship with his coach and
teammates.
“It’s great. I feel like I’m part of something important
and coach ‘O’ has done everything in his power to keep me
playing ball,” Williams said.
“Also, coach (Paul) Trevor has been there all the way
with me”.
For Williams, each time on the court presents a similar mission.
“Every game is important you have to go in thinking
every game is the same battle. [It’s] just a matter of time
until one comes out on top”.
Williams is progressing to be the first person in his
family to graduate from college. He wants to set the example for his 3 year old son, Isaiah.
“I can do something that involves kids, like teach them
the game of basketball or help them as a big brother type
deal.
If a basketball (career) doesn’t work out I can fall back
on that,” said Williams.
Williams is averaging 4.4 points and 2.6 rebounds per
game.
He was also a member of the Coyotes Final-Four run
in 2006-2007.
During that season he shot over .53 percent from the
field and scored over five points per game, while pulling in
2.5 rebounds.

Former Pacific forward fits into
CSUSB basketball rotation
By DEVLIN AMBERS
Staff Writer
Former Big West Conference “Sixth Man of the Year”
Bryan LeDuc has been an inside force for the first-place
Coyotes.
LeDuc, who is leading the ‘Yotes in scoring with 14.2
points and 8 rebounds per game is a former player at Division I Pacific University.
LeDuc averaged 11.4 points and 4.5 rebounds a game
and had a .53 field goal percentage last year at Pacific.
LeDuc also led Pacific with 24 points in the Big West
tournament title game last year.
He also averaged 17.8 points and 12.7 rebounds per
game at Fullerton College.
“I loved the two years I spent at Pacific and will never
forget it. I developed into a better player and developed
strong relationships with teammates and coaches their,”
LeDuc said.
“I also could not be happier playing here at CSUSB.”
During his time at Pacific University LeDuc earned his
Bachelor’s Degree in Sports Science.
He came to CSUSB to get his Masters Degree in Educational Administration at CSUSB.
“I wanted to come here because I am from Corona and
I wanted to play somewhere close to home. My friend encouraged me to check out the program and I got with Oliver
to set up a visit and loved it,” LeDuc said. “I liked the cam-

pus and when I saw Coussoulis arena, I was sold on the teammates.
program and coming here to play for Oliver and the CoyDespite the new friends, LeDuc has had some growing
otes.”
pains.
LeDuc says he is impressed by all the support he has
“The one thing about playing in Division II is that the
received from the coaching staff and athletic counselor game is a lot faster to me. When I was at Pacific I was an
when it came to getting classes for him to take.
undersized power forward and the guy I was guarding was
“Dwight Sweeney has been a big help and the teach- always bigger than me,” LeDuc said. “But here at CSUSB
ers understanding my situation with playing basketball and I am an oversized power forward and the guy I am guardreally being encouraging and working with me and around ing is usually smaller and quicker. The games are more
my schedule," LeDuc said.
fast-paced and guard-speed be“Playing for the CSUSB Coycause of the size differential
otes has been a lot of fun. I love
but I like it and enjoy playing
playing for the coaches and
this was it is fun to me.”
love my teammates.”
LeDuc’s goal is clear
LeDuc likes Oliver as a
here at CSUSB and that is to
coach on and off the court.
win a national championship
Coyote Forward Bryan LeDuc
Off the court he admires
and admits that it will take a
how Oliver has been up front
lot of hard work and commitwith him and straight forward from the beginning.
ment to accomplish that goal.
“Oliver is somebody you can talk to about anything at
Although he is happy with the season so far, he is not
anytime. He is a genuine person and acts the same as he satisfied because he believes the team can do better.
did when I visited the school. I like how Oliver will do any“We let a few games slip away from us at Pepperdine,
thing to win and is very mellow and I enjoy his personal- San Francisco State and Stanislaus” LeDuc said.
ity and consistency” LeDuc said.
But LeDuc and the Coyotes are sitting in first place
Oliver on the court has a high basketball IQ and really atop the CCAA conference and look to continue their sucknows how to motivate and coach his players according to cess.
LeDuc.
The team is preparing for the second half run through
He is also enjoying his time at CSUSB because of his the CCAA and plans to stay at the top of the conference.

“I liked the campus and when I saw
Coussoulis arena, I was sold.”
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Quiet confidence
By SARAH MIKKELSON
Staff Writer

Lori Kreuger | Special to the Chronicle

Krystal Urzua averages16.5 points per game, and shoots an impressive 46.8 percent from behind the arc.

More than just a star athlete, senior guard
Krystle Urzua exudes leadership off the basketball court, scoring points with her character.
Urzua’s quiet nature shouldn’t mislead anyone; she leads by example. With her dedication,
she shows her teammates what it takes to be successful.
“All coaches dream of the vocal leader,”
Becker said. “[Urzua] is one that sets an example.”
Basketball has been a staple in Urzua's life
since the young age of eight where she started at
a local YMCA in Downey.
After her mother inspired her to play at the
YMCA, Urzua fell in love with the sport.
She was once a track star in high school and
said she was going to give softball a chance, but
ultimately her passion for basketball led her to
make it her focus.
For Urzua, the most exciting part of playing
for the Coyotes is seeing a sea of new faces joining the team each season. That has been more
challenging this year since she’s had to adjust to
the 13 new additions.
In her fourth year as a ‘Yote, Urzua is a
power player and leads the team in scoring, 3pointers, free-throws, steals and is second in rebounding.
“Her biggest thing is her 3-point shooting,”
said coach Becker. “At her size, she has to work
really hard to get shots out."
Urzua is definitely a threat with the ball beyond that 3-point line.
Last season, Urzua led the CCAA with 3pointers made, held the season record for 3pointers and tied the single-game record for
3-pointers.
“I’m naturally better at it; shooting is definitely something I love to do,” she said.
Instead of simply pounding out 3-pointers,

Becker said Urzua has improved her defensive
intensity and worked on skills even when the
coaches weren’t there to guide her. She knew
what needed to be improved upon and that transformed her into a well rounded player.
“Krystle loves the game, [she’s a] consummate basketball player,” Becker said. “She gives
you everything she has; some kids don’t always
do that.”
In her life away from the game, as any athlete knows, there is one word that must be
learned quickly: balance.
Urzua admits it is difficult to balance
schoolwork, basketball and friends, but that it
can be done.
“You don’t have much of a social life, but
it’s worth it,” she said. “You’ll have time to be a
social butterfly later.”
Off the court, she is no stranger to giving
back, as she has volunteered at CSUSB’s DisAbility Sports Festival.
“I loved it,” Urzua said. “There’s certain
things we take for granted and seeing people
compete that are disabled is amazing.”
Her ideal future would involve basketball in
some way or another either coaching, or helping
the ‘Yotes if possible.
Urzua is a psychology major with a great
enthusiasm for helping others, and sports psychology is a real interest of hers.
She enjoys counseling, coaching, and being
a personal trainer to those involved in sports.
She likes the competitive level that high
school or college has to offer, but wouldn’t mind
taking on younger athletes to build their confidence.
“It doesn’t matter what age,” Urzua said. “I
would like to start young so they have an opportunity to go to college and get scholarships.”
Despite having a reserved attitude, Urzua
has made an impact for the Coyotes by combining her talent and passion for the game and that
pairing will take the team far.

Getting in the swing of things
Coyote softball is lacking in experience, determined to succeed
By MONICA GALLEGOS
Staff Writer
The Coyote softball team is hoping to come back this
season with a group full of fresh talent, returning sophomores and veteran players.
“I think we’re one of the best teams we’ve had,” said
junior pitcher Cassidy Lee.
“Last year a lot of people got switched around, but
now I think we’re good to go.”
The Coyotes ended last year 23-35 overall (13-19 in
the CCAA) and did not advance to post-season play.
This season, coach Tacy Duncan, recruited three freshmen starters, and has high hopes that they will help out the
team.
“We have speed, we have a strong outfielder with a
great arm, and an outstanding pitcher,” Duncan said.
“They [freshmen] should help our team out a lot,”
pitcher Carly Land said.

“They’re good for the team.”
In addition to the freshmen, the 'Yotes have many
sophomores that make up the bulk of the team.
“Out of my nine I have three freshmen starters and
three sophomores,” Duncan said.
One of the biggest challenges for Duncan, however, is
having a young starting line-up.
“I’m excited about having a young team,” Duncan
said.
“But it will be a little bit of challenge because they
don’t have the experience of juniors and seniors.”
The Coyotes do have a few players with notable experience though, including veteran senior first baseman,
Ashley Collinwood, who has a career batting average of
.300 in her three years at CSUSB.
The key to overcoming the challenges early on is “just
working hard,” Duncan said. “They come every day, they
compete, they work hard and, if they continue to do that,
they should be just fine.”

Despite facing the challenges early on, Duncan and her
team are confident that this year will be better than the last.
“We’re going to be much better than last year…everyone gets along,” said Land “and we have a really good defense.”
Keeping all of the players healthy and on the field is
Duncan’s strategy to change from last year and advance to
postseason play.
“If one player goes down then the whole team is affected,” said Duncan. “As long as two don’t go down then
we should be fine.”
CSUSB faced one of their most difficult opponents in
their season opener, taking on defending NAIA National
Champion Cal Baptist University.
The Lancers left the Coyotes 0-2 to begin the season,
winning 3-1 in the first game and then 11-0 in the second
game to end the day.
CSUSB’s next home game will be Feb. 19 against
Humboldt State.

